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Herpes-like virus infection causing mortality of cultured a balone 
Haliotis diversicolor supertexta in Taiwan (2005, DAO) and in

H. laeviagata in Australia.
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Ricketssia, Candidatus Xenohaliotis californiensis in the European Abalone

Haliotis tuberculata

Balseiro et al., Aquaculture 2006

External appearence of haliotis tuberculata suffering mortalities. 
Dark coloration on the foot of heavy diseased abalone can be observed



Summer mortality in Abalone, 
Haliotis tuberculataen France

(Nicolas et al., 2001; 
Travers et al., 2008)

Due to
Vibrio harveyi
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Haplosporidium montforti
n.sp .
in Haliotis tuberculata
From Ireland and 
experimentally
grown in Galicia in Spain.

Azevedo et al. JIP. 2006.

In Europe , 



Haplosporidium montforti parasiting H. tuberculata tissues
Connective tissue of digestive gland

Co-infection with ricketssia, Candidatus
Xenohaliotis californiensis

Balseiro et al., Aquaculture, 2006 
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greenlip abalone (Haliotis laevigata )
staircase abalone (Haliotis scalaris )

whirling abalone (Haliotis cyclobates )
black-lipped paua, (Haliotis ruber)

Presence in Australia
Perkinsus olseni/atlanticus has been officially reported from New South Wales, South 
Australia and Western Australia.

Epidemiology
Disease caused by infection with Perkinsus olseni/atlanticus affects the marketability of 
abalone. The disease is also suspected of causing mortalities in abalone. It has been 
associated with devastated stocks of H. laevigata in Australia. Transmission of this 
parasite occurs directly between individual molluscs. 

Differential diagnosis

Perkinsosis in abalone. Note blisters on 
body tissue 
Source: D Callinan
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